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November 12 2008

King Hassan II Great World Water Prize

World Water Council

Dear Friends,

Agua para el Pueblo, a Honduran NGO that has been working for 24 years in activities related to water and sanitation, has the pleasure of nominating the AguaClara program of Cornell University –USA for the King Hassan II prize for its outstanding efforts in the work of technological investigation, design, and technical assistance in the execution of water treatment plants for potable water in the Republic of Honduras.
These treatment plants, also known as AguaClara, have been designed for medium and small populations, and operate by way of three processes: flocculation, sedimentation, and disinfection. They have been successfully tested in three Honduran communities (Ojojona, Tamara, and Marcala). The AguaClara plants function using only gravity, without electric energy, and are constructed almost completely with materials found in any Honduran city. Additionally, their operation and maintenance is simple, and does not require professional personnel or electronic systems.

The AguaClara program at Cornell University has sent professional personnel to Honduras to direct the construction and train technical support personnel of Agua para el Pueblo in the promotion, design and construction of these plants. At Cornell University they do all the necessary tests in their laboratories for the design of the AguaClara plant. The program has also incorporated this technology into their academic curriculum for post-graduate students in Civil and Environmental Engineering. 

The AguaClara plants have come to fill a void in the sanitation sector in Honduras, given that they are a solution of relatively low cost and high performance, with the ability to transform water highly contaminated by turbidity and bacteria into water suitable for human consumption. In this manner, the AguaClara project contributes to the reduction in infant mortality and morbidity associated with the ingestion of contaminated water and offers poor countries like Honduras a replicable technology with easy operation. 

In hopes that you consider our nomination of AguaClara for the King Hassan II prize, I send my regards, and wish you success in your noble work of stimulating the management of water resources, academic development, governance, and cooperation for the cause of water. 

Sincerely

Jacobo Nuñez

Director

Jacobo Nuñez

Director   
Cc: Archivo






“…Porque daré aguas en el desierto, ríos en la soledad, para que beba mi pueblo….”
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