The Library at 2020


1. Most of the libraries on campus will not house physical collections.
2. Library facilities will be the key social/intellectual centers on campus where students and faculty come for high-end service in content creation and dissemination, to improve scholarly productivity, develop new skills, and incubate new interdisciplinary collaborations.
3. Helping students acquire a range of literacy skills (visual, statistical, information, IT, etc.) will be a university responsibility centered in the library.
4. The Library will not focus on assisting students in finding materials (e.g., the library catalog) but on delivering content discovered through other means (e.g., son of Google, daughter of Facebook, etc.).
5. Public computer labs in libraries will be a thing of the past. Students will be expected to carry smart devices with them to access resources and services.
6. Library services will be geo-referenced to provide contextual data as well content.
7. Just as journals have moved online, e-books will replace physical books.
8. Special collections will increasingly define the campus collection, with all other content online.
9. Library acquisitions will be user-driven rather than library driven (i.e., material will be acquired in response to student/faculty requests rather than building a collection “just in case.”)
10. Students will come to the library for enriched services much more than for scholarly content.
 

