SLAC Meeting – November 18, 2024
Olin Library 703
Meeting Notes
Beverages, pizza, salad and wings provided

1. Introductions
Attendees: Arushi Aggarwal, Reiley Cahill-Steeg, Lucia Caravella, McKinley Copenhaver, Samantha Dring, Andreana Frangos, Lauryn Grubbs, Maria Hassoun, Sarah Huynh, N Kitil, Morielle Mamaril, Randy Odago, Kailey Park, Anusha Shashidhar, Princeton Zhou.
Guests: Marcie Farwell, Jackie Magnagnosc, Margaret Nichols
Co-leads: Tobi Hines & Gaby Castro
2. Welcome by Elaine Westbrooks, Carl A. Kroch, University Librarian
Thank you for serving on this group! The more we hear from you, the better the Library will be. How many of you are student employees? Very helpful to have students studying different areas - good representation. I believe the Library is the heartbeat of the campus. My request to you: expect a lot from us. Tell us what you like, and what you think we can do better. Our mission and our work extend long past our own time here. I hope you can take advantage of this amazing library system!
Any questions about the library, anything you need - you can contact me (elw25@cornell.edu). You would be surprised by what the Library can do and what requests we can fulfill for you.
3. Icebreaker – use one word to describe yourself
Some descriptors included: anxious, pessimistic, optimistic, patient, eclectic, organized, adventurous, determined, picky, talkative.
4. The Library’s Inclusive Descriptive Practice Task Force (IDPTF) Outreach Working Group will join us to discuss harmful language in the library catalog and ongoing efforts to remediate it
Slides from the presentation and questions during activities can be found at this link.
Discussion Question 1: What comes to mind when you think of a library catalog? What have your experiences been with the library catalog at Cornell (or elsewhere?) 
· Don’t really use the library catalog  
· Some used it because they worked in the library and helped others 
· Felt like it was only useful when you knew exactly what you were looking for
· Not intuitive 
· Less forgiving than Google (spelling, etc.)
· Hard to search an overall concept
· Primarily use digital resources 
· Have found that the books in the stacks are too advanced as a place to start research (I wondered if this was the purpose of having undergraduate and graduate libraries in the past) 
· Don’t browse the stacks 
· Seemed to understand that similar materials were shelved together but only broadly 
· Overall organization of books did not seem to make sense 
· Neither alphabetical nor chronological 
· Some students like some aspects of the catalog 
· Covers all the libraries on campus 
· Filters for search results are useful 
· Like being able to see the hours of all the libraries 
· Borrow Direct is easy to access 
· Link with Google is handy 
· Keyword searching doesn’t work very well, though 
· E.g. search on “pregnancy discrimination” 
· Have to know the exact term
· Little material available on fashion design  
Discussion Question 2: What comes to mind when you hear a term like reparative description? What might this look like in practice? Why might this concept matter? 
· We use different terms now than we did in the past, those need to be updated 
· Providing more context for historical materials (example given was material related to Chinese work on the railroads and the fact that women were warned against marriage – need to understand the context in which Chinese were brought to work on the railroad but excluded from many aspects of everyday life) 
· Who is being represented by the material, changing “slaved” to “enslaved persons” to center on the person 
· Fabrics described as “ethnic”: not appropriate now, and reductive, but on the other hand, it does pull together resources on fabrics from all of Africa, Asia, etc. 
Final Discussion: Final thoughts? How best can our work be guided by the needs of students? 
· Seek out minority student groups 
· First Gen/Low Income group 
· HAVEN – LGBTQIA+ group 
· Gender Equity Resource Center 
· Student Center for Empowerment and Belonging 
· Information is changing too quickly (especially in STEM), how can the library adapt when the mechanisms of change are slow? 
· One student was interested in language around the criminal justice system and work she was doing related to that 
· Can you harness AI to inform about what terms students are using to search? 
· Areas for improvement in the catalog:  
· Terms for minority groups 
· Transliteration of non-Roman script 
· Criminal justice terms 

5. Individual visits to libraries:
· Maria - Nestle
· Andreana – Mann and Engineering
· Lauryn – Catherwood and Olin
· Randy - Flower Sprecher (Vet)
· Mori – Nestle and Engineering
· Anusha?? - JGSM
· Lucia - JGSM
· N – AD White Library (in Uris), SDS – Student Disability Services
· Reiley – Mann and Catherwood
· McKinley – Mui Ho (Fine Arts)

6. Next Meeting: February 24, 2024
· SLAC projects for academic year – continue discussion and brainstorming

