SLAC MEETING NOTES – NOVEMBER 13, 2023
Student Library Advisory Council
Monday, November 13, 2023
Room 703 Olin Library
Light supper and beverages provided
Attendees:
Amy Escalanate, Ben Denver-Mendenhall, Charlie Hernandez, Christy Guan, Elizabeth Sun, Iris Hong, Jayde Ford-Turner, Jessica Kim, Justin Chen, Lucia Caravella, Martin Wakaba, Michelle Yang, Randy Odago, Ryan Dou,  Victoria Priester, Zeke Lawrence, Jon Ladley (guest), Gaby Castro Gessner (lead & note-taker).
Agenda
Welcome
1. Jon Ladley, CUL’s Director of Facilities Planning, provided update on library construction projects. He presented floor plans and renderings for the Olin Library renovation of the first floor and basement;  updates to the McGraw Tower roofing project; Uris Library entrance steps; and Carpenter Hall renovations.  Highlights include:

First Floor and basement:
· Opening the first floor area by removing existing walls from circulation and reference to become a more welcoming space
· Expanding the Olin Library Arts Quad entrance into a fully functional entrance
· A central staircase leading to the basement and future Anthropology Collection
· Refurbishing the Olin Library basement to accommodate the Anthropology Collection and teaching labs.
· Refurbishing the restrooms in the lower area, including retrofitting the universal restroom for wheelchair accessibility. 
· Construction begins in December 2023, after finals are over.
· Completion by Spring of 2025
· For details and notifications sign up for the blog:  https://blogs.cornell.edu/libraryspaceprojects/olin/
Uris entrance and McGraw Tower 
· The Uris Library main entrance steps are getting redone to control and stop the water seepage into Uris
· The current roof in McGraw Tower is 100 years old
· McGraw Tower roofing project will pause until Spring and warmer weather to continue.
· Entrance to Uris and Ho Plaza area will be available soon when fencing around the tower is reduced for the winter.
Carpenter Hall Renovations (Engineering)
· The Diversity Programs in Engineering (DPE) is relocating to Carpenter Hall
· The eastern portion of the study area in the first floor is getting renovated
· The two reservable study rooms will receive AV upgrades

Questions and comments:
· Olin library will be accessible the entire time of the construction, except Dec 18 through January 12, 2024.  The first floor construction will be in three phases and different locations will be available for access as construction moves from one section to another.
· A suggestion was made to increase dining hours at Mann Café while construction is underway in Olin to extend studying alternatives with available dining/café sources nearby.
· Alternative study spaces to the Olin first floor are available in Uris, Mann, Math library, Music and others.
· The single or universal use restroom will be improved to include wheelchair accessibility (Olin).  
· Suggestion to improve wifi connectivity in the basement as part of the renovation (Olin).
· Suggestion to check the water quality in Olin’s basement from the water fountain dispensers since it doesn’t taste very well
For construction updates and further information subscribe to the blog: https://blogs.cornell.edu/libraryspaceprojects/olin/
2. Introductions – activity.

We participated in a trust-building activity to learn more about each other.  We divided ourselves into five groups of three to discover and then share with the rest of the group the following information:
· Name, major, city/country of origin
· Identify 2 things in common that you share with others in your group
· Identify the unique thing about yourself in that group.
Round robin sharing with the group (not an exhaustive list):
· Common college: CALS
· Snowboarding, skateboarding, longboard
· Music instrument players
· Completing graduate degrees at CU after BA
· No one (in one group) likes oysters
· Army member
· Bilingual or trilingual speakers 
· Twins
· Engineering, philosophy, cognitive science, photography, psychology, Asian studies, plant sciences.
· Our SLAC group has members from around the country and around the US including some from this region.

3. Council membership - activity.

We discussed three questions in our small groups and then shared out to the rest of the group.
The three questions were: 
1. Why did you join the Student library Advisory Council? 
Some of the comments (not exhaustive!) :

· Learn more about libraries; learn more what a library does; interest in pursuing an MLIS/Library degree
· Learning how the library works; consulting with the SCRLC (South Central Regional Library Council) in support of other libraries in the region.
· Help students feel more welcome; make it more inclusive; the library is for them. 
· Promote areas of inclusivity, for example, celebrate black history month in all libraries, not just some.  Someone mentioned the Black History month shelves with books in Olin Library.
· Prioritizing quiet space --- find ways for respecting quiet space
· Find out about resources and share with others so the library can better serve students
· Shape the direction of the library; make it better
· Give the student perspective in decision-making
· Spread information about the libraries to other students
· Influence policies in general; provide input and opinions based on experiences, from the student point of view.  

2. What are your expectations for serving as an advisor? 
· Spread information about libraries to others; for example, highlight available materials or equipment in the lesser known libraries, rather than always the same (larger ones). 
· Having the inside scoop
· Represent different schools and colleges
· Bring issues to the attention of the council
· Take our (student) feedback and implement it to the best of their ability (the library’s ability)
· Answer questions and concerns
· Involve students in the decision-making process
· Make change visible
· Contribute ideas using personal experiences
· Space to provide feedback
· Receive updates and pass it onto others
3. What our roles and responsibilities for and advisory council? 
· Attend meetings; show up
· Arrive on time
· Participate in conversations; provide constructive criticism
· Share what we learn
· Engaged listening
· Being able to provide input & perspective, 
· Inform students body about the council
· Provide feedback and how to better serve the collective student body.
· Tell others about opportunities for next year
Additional suggestions and recommendations:
· Find ways to ask people or encourage other students not to use their phones in quiet study spaces
· They (SLAC members) would welcome a tour of all libraries
· Make it more about the library; emphasize reading and make book recommendations.  For example, based on the current month or week of the month, etc.  
· Add a journal or book reading selection in the research help/circulation desk areas. Something along the lines of “students are reading this XYZ book”

4. Current events – a silent activity.

We are experiencing very stressful times given what’s happening on our campus and around the world, and we asked for ideas or ways in which the library could support students.  We invited suggestions anonymously in writing.
We ran out of time for this activity, but a couple of ideas came forth.  Thanks!

NEXT MEETING: Monday, February, 19, 2024, Olin Library 703.
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