SLAC meeting notes – February 19, 2024


Student Library Advisory Council
Monday, February 19, 2024
Room 703 Olin Library
Catered by Chipotle
Attendees:
Noah Berg, Lucia Caravella, Justin Chen, Benhamin Denver-Mendenhall, Ryan Dou, Samantha Dring, Christy Guan, Sky Haines, Charlie Hernandez, Zeke Lawrence, Randy Odago, Victoria Priester, Michelle Yang. Tobi Hines and Gaby Castro (note-taker), co-leads.
Guests: Eliza Bettinger, Jasmine Hernandez (Charlie’s guest), Michelle Houle Hitz and Zsuzsa Koltay.
Agenda
1. Welcome back!   Introductions and Ice Breaker
We shared name, major and our participation in fundraising activities.  Most of us have participated in charitable events in recent years to raise funds for a variety of purposes, including to support victims of disaster, support medical research or charitable causes, or champion efforts of particular organizations.  Nice work everyone!
2. Giving Day. Michelle Houle Hitz, Director of Development for the Library, joined us to talk about the plans for Giving Day and gather your feedback.   

On Cornell Giving Day, alumni, parents, friends, and Big Red fans all over the world come together to make a difference for Cornell and for the world. This year’s Giving Day will be taking place on March 14 (Pi Day!) and fun events will be happening all over campus throughout the day.  The goals are to increase the number of donors to Cornell, raise additional support for colleges and units, including the Library, and top dollar and donor totals from previous Giving Day events.  See her full presentation in Confluence. 

In addition to inviting SLAC members to volunteer for Giving Day, Michelle solicited ideas for increasing traffic at the Library’s tabling events.  Here are a few of the suggestions mentioned that will be considered:
· Dunk a professor (or librarian) – participant gives money for every ball used to attempt this
· Collect stamps from different libraries in a passport or stamp book, similar to a scavenger hunt
· Take selfies and then get a stamp
· Take a picture of your favorite place in the library and post to social media
· Do a composite of your younger self and older self in your favorite library spaces
· Incentivize with cookies or other treats, e.g. write a thank you note to a donor and get a treat/prize/raffle ticket
· Cornell Library merchandise on display
· Spin Wheel game
· Guess how many students are in a library space during finals and win a prize

Several of you volunteered to help during Giving Day – thank you!!  If you want to volunteer or have other ideas for Giving Day, please reach out to Michelle Houle Hitz directly at mmh11@cornell.edu

3. Library privacy services. Eliza Bettinger, Director of Digital Scholarship Services for the Library, presented about privacy and what it means for the library and all of us.  

The library’s Digital Scholarship Services helps researchers use computers or software for research that asks new questions and creates new knowledge, and privacy is a critical part of that.  DSS supports scholarly activity in all fields, but particularly in the humanities and interpretive social sciences.   One aspect of thinking about our digital lives is how we (and all scholars) may be impacted by privacy.
· Privacy is fundamental to free inquiry;
· Privacy is the right to own the data generated by your life and activities, and to restrict the outward flow of data. The Library can help assess and improve your safety.  Protecting patron privacy is a core value of libraries.  Read CU Library’s commitment to patron privacy.
· Computers in the libraries do not require a login, which is aligned with the Library’s commitment to privacy.
· Digital security is the protection of material from theft, hacking or unauthorized use.  
· Privacy and security are not the same thing:  some sites are very secure and well protected from hackers (e.g., Google mail), but data in it (contents – your email), are not necessarily private. 
· We can protect ourselves against digital harassment and doxxing by using careful practices in our online behaviors.  Some of these include creating unique passwords for every site rather than the same password across the board. We can check if our passwords have been part of a data breach here:  https://haveibeenpwned.com/
· Some structures that threaten privacy include library vendors or university vendors that collect individual user data.
· Browsers track our digital activities by the use of cookies, so be mindful of that.  Positing personalization of services as a gain for the users is another way of surveilling our digital behaviors and could be misused by some companies in the business of selling data analytics. 

4. Recap from Nov 2023 meeting.  Gaby did a quick recap of some of our thoughts about advisory councils and our expectations as members of SLAC.

· See our November meeting notes for details
· We briefly discussed whether it would be feasible to do a library tour later this Spring, perhaps to the Library Annex.  We will resume this discussion at the March meeting. 

5.   The next meeting is on March 18, 2024. 5pm, Olin Library 703.
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