Student Library Advisory Council
27 March 2023
5p-6:30p, 703 Olin Library
 
Agenda
 
1. Welcome and introductions
2. Upcoming renovations in Olin Library: lower level and first floor
a. Guests: Jon Ladley, Director, Library Facilities; Leah Dodd and Susette Newberry, Co-Directors, Olin & Uris Libraries
b. Overview of upcoming work
1. Slideshow
2. Concern about current periodicals room and losing quiet spaces
3. More open is better, most libraries are quieter as you get to higher floors
4. Need to make sure quiet spaces are well-lit
c. Your input on spaces and furniture
3. Describe your favorite library study space(s).
a. Features
1. Quiet (zoned quiet) with windows
2. Ergonomic chairs
3. White light and a social area (loudish)
4. Mixture of open and closed spaces
5. Natural light
6. Moveable chairs (on wheels, with good back support) in an open space for re-configuring furniture
7. Olin stacks have potential but are loud, with chairs that make you ache after hours, and spotty wifi
b. Specific examples
1. Olin graduate student lounge--nice when not completely full
2. MBA Library--for busy work. Very loungy.
3. Willis Room in Uris--for reading quietly
4. 1st Floor Olin
5. Asia Library (minus wifi)
6. Olin basement
7. Mann Library, 2nd floor--Windows and sit/stand tables
8. State Library of Bavaria (great reading room; very quiet): https://www.bsb-muenchen.de/en/search-and-service/visits-to-the-library/reading-roomsworking-places/r
9. University of Freiburg (new library in 2015; esp. round tables and long study tables): https://www.ub.uni-freiburg.de/en/about-us/the-new-building/ 
10. University of Michigan reading room (open 24/7 with lots of space): https://www.lib.umich.edu/visit-and-study/study-spaces/quiet-study-spaces/reference-reading-room
11. UNC walking desks: https://library.unc.edu/2017/07/walk-and-work-at-new-treadmill-desks-in-davis-library/

4. What are the critical features? Why are they important to you?
a. Laptop “tables” to add to chairs
b. Spaces for Zoom calls
c. Furniture with wheels (chairs + whiteboards) in group areas that can be moved around (See Grand Valley State University Study on flexible furniture: https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1062&context=library_sp)
d. Outlets! Nothing worse than having your laptop die int he middle of a library
e. For challenging work (writing): it must be comfortable but not too comfortable (danger of falling asleep)
f. Most important--Windows and natural light (Grad School is depressing as is!)

5. If you described more than one type of space, when are you most likely to use each?
a. Reading
b. Writing
c. Group work
d. Furniture in quiet zones would not move

6. Ask for specific feedback on all-gender restrooms on the lower level.
a. No fewer fixtures! These are already busy.
b. As a cis male, I don’t have any issues at all with a gender neutral bathroom but I’m also happy to listen to other perspectives
 
7. Are displays of value (new materials, exhibits)? Why or why not?
a. Show CU resources/values
b. Not much time to read outside of class--but nice to see books
c. Based on who I see browsing New & Noteworthy (and those who asked when it was moved), I think our primary audience for that collection is faculty and staff.--LD
d. New materials are important for mora than usefulness: they bring attention to areas outside one’s focus
8. Other comments
a. Coming to library to get a sense of people working
b. There is noise from the building itself—HVAC is LOUD (and problematic)
c. Excitement about new Arts Quad entrance
d. Carrels are useful as places to keep books, but not to use. Need ergonomic chairs
e. Need places for interviews (Zoom) with neutral backgrounds
f. Wi-fi is uneven on the upper floors
1. CIS student lounge: everything is moveable; tables can be split into singles
2. Adjustable chairs are important
3. Wheels depend on context; not in quiet places, as they invite conversations and group work
4. Small, moveable, lightweight tables to pull up to chairs (the u-shaped tables)
5. Variety of the chairs helps with the variety of the spaces: ergo for quiet areas
6. Moveable whiteboards are really nice; on desks may be more of a fad; for collaborative spaces
7. One vote for current first-floor tables; lamps have power
8. FAL – openness is great
9. Updates and announcements
a. Recall fines/fees went to the Bursar this morning; we don’t want your money, we want materials returned. Please help share the message.
10. Next meeting: Monday, 24 April 2023, 5p-6:30p, 703 Olin Library
 

