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Retrospective evaluation of the effects and outcome of
bromethalin ingestion: 192 Dogs (2010-2016)
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Abstract

Objective: To evaluate the frequency of clinical signs, dose ingested, and outcome ina
large group of dogs with bromethalin ingestion.

Design: Retrospective cohort study of dogs from 2010 to 2016.

Setting: Three university teaching hospitals and 1 private practice.

Animals: A total of 192 dogs with bromethalin ingestion.

Measurements and Main Results: Total 192 cases were identified, of which 25 dogs
developed clinical signs. Five cases initially had severe neurological signs and were
euthanized. A sum of 187 dogs survived to discharge. The total ingested dose was
recorded in 59 dogs with a median (interquartile range) 0.2 mg/kg (0.28 mg/kg). The
remaining 133 dogs had confirmed ingestion reported by owners (witnessed ingestion
o colored feces) but the total dose could not be calculated. The median (interquartile
range) time to presentation for all dogs was 2 hours (4.8 h). A majority of patients were
treated on an outpatient basis (121/192) and 71 of 192 were treated as inpatients
with 58 of 71 receiving fluid diuresis. Decontamination was performed in 179 dogs
including emesis induction (14), activated charcoal administration (42), and both
(123). Emesis was successful in 128 dogs and apomorphine was the most common
emetic agent (121). Mild to severe clinical signs at admission were reported in 19
cases including vomiting (6), tremors (5), lethargy (4) ataxia (3), weakness (2),diarrhea
(2), collapse (2), and and anorexia (2). One case developed ataxia and tremors within
72 hours of admission.

Conclusions and Clinical Relevance:
mon, and most ingested doses are well below the reported dose expected to cause
clinical signs. In this patient population, prognosis was excellent unless severe clinical
signs were noted, which carried a high euthanasia rate. Effects of treatment on out-
come could not be evaluated due to the low number of patients that developed clinical
signs.

Symptoms of bromethalin toxicosis are uncom-
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ORIGINAL STUDY

Prospective evaluation of pericardial catheter placement
versus needle pericardiocentesis in the management of canine
pericardial effusion
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DeparmentofCiicaScience and Abstract
ey e Obijective: To compare the safety and efficacy of peri catheter placement with
Comespondence needie pericardiocentesis in dogs with pericardia efusion (PE)
ive, randomized clinical trial,
Setting: Universityteaching hospital
s Animals: Thirty client-owned dogs requiring pericardiocentesis between January
[— « | 2017andAugust 2015.
Interventions: Dogs were randomized to undergo PE drainage via indwelling pericar-
dialcatheter placement (catheter group) followed by elective drainage every 4-6 hours.
or needle pericardiocentesis (neele group) repeated as necessary.
Measurements and main results: Ffteen dogs were allocated to the catheter group.
and 15 to the needle group. Data collected included signalment, cause of effu-
sion, occurrence of arrhythmias pre- during, and post-pericardiocentesis, procedural
length, and detailsof repeated drainages. There was no ignificant difference between
mean procedural times for pericardial catheter placement (17.7 min [+11.8]) and nee-
dle pericardiocentesis (12.1 min [+8.]) (P = 0.192) or the rate of new arrhythmias in
the catheter (36%) and needle (645 groups (P = 0.24). Pericardial catheters were kept
in situ for a median of 21 hours (range, 14-85). Three of 15 (20%) dogs in the nee-
dle group required repeated pericardiocentesis within 24 hours of intia pericardio-
centesis. Pericardial catheters enabled repeated large volume PE drainage in 4 cases.
(median, 10.6 mL/kg: range, 8-5-10.6).
Conclusions: Pericardial catheters appear to offer a safe lternative to needle pericar-
diocentesis. Minimal sedationis required forplacement,and they can be placed quickly.
Their indwelling nature and use was not associated with a higher rate of arrhythmia
compared o that o needle pericardiocentesis lone, and may be beneficaln the event
that clinicaly ignificant PE recurs,

KEYWORDS
arthythmia, dog. extended pericardia catheter drainage, pericardiectomy, tamponade
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Suspected hepatotoxicity secondary to trazodone therapy in a dog

CASE REPORT

Suspected hepatotoxicity secondary to trazodone therapy in a
dog
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Abstract
Objective: To describe a case of suspected hepatotoxicity in  dog secondary to admin-

Bl Pearl Southied M1 o ——

e Case Summary: A é-year-old, neutered, mixed breed dog was evaluated for aprogres-

sive increased liver enzyme activity over a é-week period. The patient originally pre-

Corespondence
. Alexandria Al Aubur Univers
Veternary Mediine, 12: formed. Trazodone was initially started at that time due to severe separation anxiety

is, and hence, was having serial blood work monitoring per-

At A58 while hospitaized (consistently 5 out of 7 days of the week, for a 6-week duration)

— Due to continued increased liver enzyme activity, extensive workup was performed
Offrinswiatte + | whichincluded abdominal utrasound, leptospirosis titers,bile acids, andliver biopsies.

istopathologic findings were consistent with acute hepatotaxicity. I the absence of
other toxicants and the close proximity to drug administration, a drug-induced hep-
atopathy secondary to trazodone was presumed. Following discontinuation of tra-
zodone therapy, he hepatopathy completely resolved and the patient ully recovered.
New or Unique Information Provided: While acute hepatotoicity has been reported
in human medicine secondary to the administration of trazodone, thi is the first
reported case of suspected hepatotonicity in a dog secondary to trazodone therapy.
Veterinary professionals should be aware of the rare potential adverse effect that may
be seen n canine patients secondary to trazodone therapy. Appropriate clinicopatho-
loic monitoring should occurin patients on chronic trazodone therapy.

KEYWORDS
adverse effect, animal poison contro center, hepatopathy. sedative:

1 | INTRODUCTION properties, working as both a hypnotic agent and as an antidepressant
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Identification of ventilator-associated pneumonia in dogs and
evaluation of empiric antimicrobial therapy: 13 cases
(2012-2016)
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Abstract
e vk Objective: To evaluate criteria used for diagnosis of ventlator-associated pneumonia
Comespandence (VAP) in dogs and to determine whether appropriate empiric antimicrobial therapy.
affects outcome.
 Retrospective observational study from 2012t 2016
Setting: Private small animal emergency and specialty center.
Animals: Thirteen client-owned dogs requiring positive-pressure ventilation for over
48 hours
Measurements and main results: Medical records of dogs requiring mechanical ven-
tilation (MV) were reviewed. Dogs receiving MV for over 48 hours that had endotra-
cheal lavages (ETL) and thoracic radiographs performed both at initiation of MV and at
48 hours were included. Signalment, body weight, temperature, reason for MV, WBC
count,cytology,andsemiquantitative aerobic cultures obtained via ETL were recorded.
Outcome was defined as survival to discharge or nonsurvival (euthanasial. Sx patients.
(46.2%) were diagnosed with VAP based on the presence of a new bacterial isolate.
identified on ETL culture at 48 hours. Al patients with VAP had new pulmonary infil-
trates present on radiographs. The majority o patients with VAP had a leukocytosis
(4/6; 66.7%).Six patients (46.2%) survived to discharge. Of the survivors, 3 of 6 (50%)
had VAP,
Conclusions: Bacterial cultures should be obtained at nitation of MV and at 48 hours.
A diagnosis of VAP should be suspected in patients that have a new bacterial isolate
identified by ETL culture at 48 hours. Radiographic changes and an increase in WBC
count may help support a diagnosis of VAP, while culture results are pending. Fur-
ther studies are needed to evaluate the effect of appropriate antimicrobial therapy on
patient outcome.

KEYWORDS
bronchoalveolar avage, canine, multidrug resistant,preumonia,ventiator
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