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intractable idiopathic epilepsy

OBJECTIVE
To assess the effect of oral cannabidiol (CBD) administration in addition
to conventional antiepileptic treatment on seizure frequency in dogs with
idiopathic epilepsy.

DESIGN
Randomized biinded controlled clnical tril,

ANIMALS

26 client-owned dogs with Intractable Idiopathic epilepsy.
PROCEDURES

Dogs were randomly assigned to a CBD (n = 12) or placebo (14) group.
‘The CBD group received CBD-infused oil (2.5 mg/kg [1.1 mglb], PO) twice
dally for 12 weeks in addition to existing antiepileptic treatments, and the
placebo group received noninfused oil under the same conditions. Seizure
activity. adverse effects, and plasma CBD concentrations were compared
between groups.

RESULTS
2 dogs n the CBD group developed ataxia and were withdrawn from the study.
After other exclusions, 9 dogs in the CBD group and 7 in the placebo group
‘were included in the analysis. Dogs in the CBD group had  significant (me-
dian change, 33%) reduction in seizure frequency, compared with the placebo
‘group. However, the proportion of dogs considered responders to treatment
(2 50% decrease in selzure activity) was similar between groups. Plasma CBD
concentrations were correlated with reduction in seizure frequency. Dogs in
the CBD group had a significant increase in serum alkaline phosphatase activiy.
No adverse behavioral effects were reported by owners

CONCLUSIONS AND CLINICAL RELEVANCE
Although a significant reduction in seizure frequency was achieved for dogs
in the CBD group, the proportion of responders was similar between
groups. Given the correlation between plasma CBD concentration and sei-
ure frequency, additional research is warranted to determine whether a
higher dosage of CBD would be effective in reducing seizure activity by
50%. (J Am Vet Med Assoc 2019;254:1301-1308)
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Analysis of outcomes following treatment
of craniodorsal hip luxation with closed reduction
and Ehmer sling application in dogs
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OBJECTIVE
To describe outcomes for dogs after treatment of craniodorsal hip luxation
with closed reduction and Ehmer sling placement and investigate potential
risk factors for sling-associated tissue injury or reluxation of the affected
hip at or near the time of sling removal.

DESIGN
Retrospective multicenter cohort study.

ANIMALS
92 dogs

PROCEDURES
Case information was solicited from 10 veterinary medical facilities through
electronic communications. Data on patient demographic information
cause ofinjury. presence of concurrent injuries, details of Ehmer sling place-
ment and management, and outcome at sling removal were collected. Data
‘were analyzed for associations with outcomes

RESULTS
40 of 92 (43.5%) dogs had reluxation of the affected hip joint at or near
the time of sling removal. Odds of reluxation occurring for dogs that had
the inital injury attributed to trauma were 5 times those for dogs without
known trauma (OR, 5.0; 95% confidence inerval, 1.3 to 18.7). Forty-six
(50%) dogs had soft tssue injuries secondary to sling use; 17 of these dogs
had injuries classified as severe, including | dog that required limb amputa-
tion. Odds of severe sling injury for dogs that had poor owner compliance
‘with home care instructions noted in the record, those that had the sling
placed by an intern rather than a board-certified surgeon or resident, and
those that were noted to have a soiled or wet bandage on > | occasion were
12.5, 4.0, and 5.7 times those for dogs without these findings, respectively.

CONCLUSIONS AND CLINICAL RELEVANCE
Placement of an Ehmer sling following closed reduction of a craniodorsal hip
luxation had a low success rate and high complication rate. (] Am Vet Med
Assoc 2019;254:1436-1440)
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