Getting Started 

Programs
R
R Studio
XQuartz (Mac)
Java Developers Kit
Older Version of Java (https://support.apple.com/kb/dl1572?locale=en_US)

Beginning Steps:
1.) Install R at (https://www.r-project.org/about.html). Any mirror should work, just make sure that you choose the right version for your operating system
2.) Install R Studio (https://www.rstudio.com). R Studio is a GUI for R.
3.) Download X Quartz (https://www.xquartz.org) if you are a Mac user. After installing, restart your computer.
4.) Download and install the Java Developers Kit (http://www.oracle.com/technetwork/java/javase/downloads/jdk8-downloads-2133151.html)
4a.) If you are a Mac user, download and install the older version of Java listed above as well. This provides legacy support for an older version of Java that some packages in R use.
Checking Rjava
1.) Once you have everything installed, open R Studio.
2.) In the bottom, you should see a panel entitled “Console”
3.) At the bottom of the console, you’ll see this “>” blinking. Type the following command and press enter: install.packages(“rJava”) 
4.) Hopefully, rJava should now be installed. You’ll see lots of text scrolling by; wait until that finishes and you see the  “>” blinking  again. If this has not worked, we can troubleshoot during the session.
5.) If rJava is installed correctly, you should be able to do the command: install.packages(RWeka)  without issue
a. R may say that it will need additional packages to work. It should download these automatically.
What We’ll Be Doing on Thursday/Options for Additional Preparation
1.) We’re going to be working our way through the following tutorial https://rpubs.com/lmullen/nlp-chapter to learn how we can isolate place names from large corpuses of data. Given time constraints, we’ll likely only have time for the computer to parse through about one novel’s worth of text. 
2.) As such, I invite you to find a text file that you’re particularly interested to parse. Gutenberg and Archive.org can be good sources (highly prefer the former), but you might also find it interesting to use newspaper articles, inventories , catalogues, and other textual material.
3.) Once you find a file you would like to use (otherwise, I’ll provide you with a novel), there are a few things you will need to do.
a. Paste the text into TextEdit if you’re on a Mac or Notepad if you’re on Windows. On Mac, you’ll want to click the “Format” button in finder and select the “Make Plain Text” option. This will make your file into a .txt one
b. Consider how much you want to clean the text file. Undoubtedly there will be copyright information, page numbers, and headings that may skew results somewhat. Since we’re looking specifically for place names, I highly recommend you remove publishing information or other copyright info before saving the file. If we have time, we can discuss strategies for doing this quickly.
c. Save the file to your Desktop or somewhere else that’s easily accessible.

[bookmark: _GoBack]If you would need any help or have questions before our session begins, please e-mail me at mtb236@cornell.edu 
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