QUESTION: Inhibitors of TNF alpha have been proposed as potential treatments for patients with sepsis; however, response has been varied. Based on the proposed pathophysiologic basis of sepsis, explain why some patients may have a beneficial response to this treatment while others show no improvement. 























[bookmark: _GoBack]ANSWER: heterogenous patient population; some patients will be in hyperinflammatory state so inhibiting will be beneficial. Others are in CARS with decreased inflammatory response and increased inhibitory response; further decrease in inflammatory response could be detrimental. 
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