Factors Inﬂuencing the Relationship Between the Dose of Amlodipine Required for Blood Pressure Control and Change in Blood Pressure in Hypertensive Cats
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- 100 client owned cats with hypertension detected on geriatric screening exam (>170mmHg on 2 consecutive visits or >160mmHg with hypertensive retinopathy) 
- Excluded if hyperthyroid, on ACE inhibitors or other blood pressure altering medications
- All started on 0.625mg PO q24hr
- Rechecked every 1-2wks – if not <160mmHg amlodipine dose doubled to max of 2.5mg
- Most cats had concurrent CKD
RESULTS:
· Cats with higher BP at presentation required higher dose to maintain acceptable BP levels
· Higher doses were associated with higher amlodipine levels and proportional decrease in BP
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Cats which needed 1.25mg PO had significantly lower potassium levels –  may result from CKD, increased activation of RAAS in these patients, primary hyperaldosteronism
· CKD did not have an influence on amlodipine dose
· Recommend starting cats with BP > 200mmHg on 1.25mg
