[image: ]Objective: To evaluate utility of basal cortisol concentrations for the diagnosis of atypical and typical hypoadrenocorticism in a large number of dogs
· Has been previously evaluated in limited numbers (13, 14) of dogs only, showing that <55nmol/L (2mcg/dL) is sensitive but not specific
Method: Retrospective study
· All dogs at Michigan state that underwent ACTH stim
· Excluded if stim was done for suspicion of hyperadrenocorticism, previously been treated for hyperadrenocotricism, if PU/PD were only signs, if had recent treatment with azole antifungals, or glucocorticoids
·  522 dogs (163 hypoadrenocorticism, 351 non-adrenal illness, 8 equivocal)
· Used their post stim cortisol as diagnostic gold standard
Results/Conclusions: 
· Baseline >55 nmol/L reliably excludes hypoadrenocorticism
· Baseline <55nmol/L has sensitivity of 99.4%
· Concentrations were similar in dogs with and without electrolyte abnormalities
· <5.5nmol/L (0.19mcg/dL) were very specific (99.1%) for diagnosis of hypoadrenocorticism
· Still recommend additional diagnostics prior to definitive diagnosis is made until we have further studies in this area
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 Objective: To detect bacterial contamination of canine whole blood during a normal shelf life, and quantify and identify the bacteria involved. 
Stored units of whole blood have been associated with a greater risk of transfusion reaction that fresher ones in people
Unsure of the mechanism of this but may be related to bacterial contamination
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Methods: 49 Units of Whole Blood collected from 49 healthy donor dogs. Segments of lines tested on days 0, 1, 7, 14, 21, 28, 35, and 42 for bacterial contamination. 
Results:
On bacterial culture, 47/49 blood units were negative at all time points tested.
On qPCR assay, 26 of 49 blood units were positive on at least 1 time point 
Propionobacterium spp., Corynebacterium spp., Caulobacter spp., Pseudomonas spp., Enterococcus spp., Serratia spp., and Leucobacter spp.) 
Loads were <80 genome equivalents
Many of these units (30/49) were transfused and no reactions were noted
Conclusions:
Loads were too low to likely be of clinical significance 
Presence of bacteria is of low significance, only when they replicate do we worry about septic complications
Only common bacteria were identified, and not those typically identified in transfusion reactions
Administration of all units would have an acceptable risk
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