ACVIM Consensus Statement (JVIM 2009; 23:1142-1150)
Guidelines for the Diagnosis and Treatment of Canine Chronic Valvular Heart Disease (CVHD)

· When large breed dogs are affected by CVHD the progression of disease appears to be more rapid than that observed in small breed dogs
· Cause of CVHD unknown
· Progressive valvular regurgitation increases cardiac work leading to ventricular remodeling (eccentric hypertrophy and intercellular matrix changes) and ventricular dysfunction
· Factors that determine the progression of the lesion remain unknown
· Age, left atrial size and heart rate have been shown to predict outcomes

Classification of heart disease and heart failure
1. NYHA and ISACHA are functional classification systems familiar to veterinarians
· Based on subjective assessments of clinical signs that can change over time 
· Treatments may not differ across functional classes

Modified NYHA functional classification of heart failure 

	Class I
	Describes patients with asymptomatic heart disease 
(eg, CVHD is present, but no clinical signs are evident even with exercise)

	Class II
	Describes patients with heart disease 
that causes clinical signs only during strenuous exercise

	Class III
	Describes patients with heart disease 
that causes clinical signs with routine daily activities or mild exercise

	Class IV
	Describes patients with heart disease 
that causes severe clinical signs even at rest




2. Newer classification system links severity of signs to appropriate treatment
· Meant to complement functional classification systems

	Stage A
	Patients at risk for developing heart disease but currently have no identifiable structural disorder of the heart (eg, CKCS without heart murmur)

	Stage B
	Patients with structural heart disease (i.e. murmur) but have never developed clinical signs caused by heart failure 

	
	Stage B1 refers to asymptomatic patients that have no radiographic or echo evidence of cardiac remodeling in response to CVHD


	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Stage B2 refers to asymptomatic patients that have hemodynamically significant valve regurgitation, as evidenced by radiographic or echo findings of left sided heart enlargement


	Stage C
	Patients with past or current clinical signs of heart failure associated with structural heart disease 
Divided into patients needing acute hospital based therapy vs home management

	Stage D
	Patients with end-stage disease with clinical signs of heart failure caused by CVHD that are refractory to standard therapy. Patients require advanced or specialized treatment strategies in order to remain clinically comfortable with their disease 
Divided into patients needing acute hospital based therapy vs home management
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