NT-proCNP and cytokine kinetics in dogs with endotoxemia
Alterations in hemostatic profiles of dogs with naturally occurring septic peritonitis

Key points

1. Amino-terminal pro-C-type-natriuretic peptide is a local regulator of vascular endothelial function and is expressed after stimulation by LPS and TNFa. NT-pro-CNP is not increased in dogs given low dose LPS. 
2. Protein C has a number of functions: profibrinolytic (plasminogen Activator Inhibitor-1), anticoagulant (effects on Va and VIIa), anti inflammatory (endothelial cell PC receptor, protease-activated receptor-1), cytoprotective (maintains viability of lymphocytes and endothelial cells. In this study a value of >60% had sensitivity of 93% and specificity of 82% for survival.
3. Antithrombin levels of >41.5% was predictive for survival (sens 100%, spec 82%). 
4. A more hypercoagulable TEG (lower K, higher alpha angle, MA, CI) was associated with survival. Increased pre-op fibrinogen levels (>692)were associated with survival.

Questions:
1. True/False: Routine coagulations tests such as platelet count, PT, PTT and D-dimer concentrations were not useful predictors of survival in the study by Bentley et al.
2. A more _________________ (hypercoagulable/hypocoagulable) non-activated TEG was associated with survival.
3. True/False: NT-proCNP was found to be predictive of survival in sepsis in the study by Floras et al.
4. True/False: Protein C and antithombin levels were decreased day 1 compared to day 0.
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Answers:
1. True/False: Routine coagulations tests such as platelet count, PT, PTT and D-dimer concentrations were not useful predictors of survival in the study by Bentley et al.
2. A more _________________ (hypercoagulable/hypocoagulable) non-activated TEG was associated with survival.
3. True/False: NT-proCNP was found to be predictive of survival in sepsis in the study by Floras et al.
4. True/False: Protein C and antithombin levels were decreased day 1 compared to day 0.
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