Monday, October 1, 2007

Dinner Remarks “Smallholders’ Access to Information: Policy Issues and Promising Initiatives”

Topic: Knowledge Systems for Agricultural Policy Renewals under CAADP

Ousmane Badiane, Senior Research Advisor to Nepad

Ousmane described the framework being developed for knowledge systems in Africa under Nepad initiative – Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Program (CAADP). He emphasized the need to look at the broader picture and the need to evaluate and understand lessons from the past. The need to identify programs that worked and those that failed and why they failed. Presentation was structured into five componets: CAADP background; economic and growth environment; policy reversal and policy renewal; the knowledge dimension of CAADP and ReSAKSS.

  The main goal for CAADP is Agriculture-led growth to achieve MDG 1. The target is 6% agricultural sector growth rate and increased public investment (10% budget share). Four main pillars will guide the investment, policy efficiency, peer review, accountability and inclusiveness. 
ReSAKSS is the new tool that is being built for knowledge systems in Africa. ReSAKSS is a partnership between regional knowledge communities and CG centers in Africa. At country level the main activities will be creation of knowledge communities, building capacity and creating infrastructure for knowledge systems. Protocols and standards for data collection will be developed. End users include farmer associations and private sector. The program will partner with farmers in creating content.
Questions and Answers

Q. Give an example of policy reversal

A. Price controls, some leaders may want to go back to the past when governments controlled the prices of commodities as opposed to market forces.

Q. How will the 6 % growth be pro poor?

A. Countries are first taking stock of efforts being made in knowledge systems and determining what will have the biggest impact on the poor.
Q. Only one country (South Africa) in Africa is engaged in GM crops. What’s Nepad’s policy non GM crops.

A. Speaker expressed his concern that Africa is lagging behind China and Asian countries in use of GM and that production remained at very low levels in Africa. No policy has drawn yet.

Q. Poor connectivity in Africa is blamed on policy – what’s Nepad’s policy?

A.There is need for increased connectivity and Nepad is working on this.

Q. Good governace – what are the incentives for good and bad governance using Zimbabwe as an example

A. Peer review is voluntary, Zimbabwe has not signed to participate in peer review however there is willingness to do better shown by some countries. 

