Break Out Group 2.1:  Markets Information
Facilitator:  Doug Allen

DETAILED NOTES
Doug Allen suggested we begin with the matrix and see how to address the listed issues

Rajesh suggests that we move back and ask ourselves whether information is a critical need for smallhodlers?

Doug Allen goes with that

Rajesh sites the work of Cargills with smallholder farmers in Sri Lanka and how they address issues of transparency and supply chain management

Ed Mabaya – the raised that the root of the problem is an extension system staffed with agronomists with no knowledge of economics and the way markets function so they approach is supply driven

Nango Dembele – sites the example of Market Information Systems (MIS) in Mali…they started with collecting wholesale and retail prices, and then later moved to collecting and sharing local village prices.

He also mentions the issue of stock tracking…in many Africa countries we have no capacity to tell the quantities of an available product…therefore if someone wants to source a product from a neighboring country or local market, the banks refuse to give them forward order financing because the buyer cannot prove that the quantities exist…in Asia they have systems that are developed enough to do that so African buyers end up inmporting from afar an agricultural product that they could have bought from the local market or from the country next door.

Alice Pell…we need an understanding of the source and nature of market imperfections because we know that markets so not work as efficiently as they theoretically should…

· Aggregation…going to the farmer (cant remember whose point this was)

Nango Dembele –one’s ability to act on the information depends on the nature of infrastructure such as roads…information alone is not enough.

**Someone raised the issue of lack of transparency with weighing of good and products…farmers are not always sure that they are getting the best estimate of the volumes they have because traders can temper with scales.

Doug Allen – suggest we move down the list and later come back to address the markets information section of the matrix in detail…now to farm management
Farm Management

**Jeanette suggest that issues of global warming and disaster preparedness will affect smallholder farmers in the future

Balaji – for weather information to be of any use, it has to be specific to the locality and Africa and Asia do not have those capacities

Alice Pell- there are lots of post harvest losses that need to be addressed with information sharing

Nango – mineral fertilizer quality is a problem, farmers spend way too much money on sub-standard fertilizer products…also, product preservation and enforcement of standards lacking

Srikant Vasan – asked if anyone was surprised by the graph shown on the sources of information by Asia farmers whish showed that predominantly farmers get their info from other progressive farmermers

Everyone said they were not surprised

Jeanette- women’s groups – database (I missed the point)
Sara Boettinger – we need to address the issue of gender dimensions of all the categories …how do information needs of women differ from those of men?  

**Farmer to farmer dissemination…does anyone have an example of how this has been done before?

Balaji- ICRISAT has tried video conferencing but not on a large scale

Cargills – outgrower schemes, have field officers

Barbra- in Uganda NGOs act as facilitators of farmer to farmer information sharing through videos

Jeanette – reminded the group that when reflecting on information needs, we should not fall in the usual trap of viewing agric as just focused on food, but rather remember livestock, forestry, and other natural resources

Ed Mabaya – we should remember the dual decision making of a smallholder household – they produce and consume…as well as market…so their information needs are complex.

**Facilitator suggested we move to Services

SERVICES

· Add govt policy
· The timing of food aid is critical to smallholder farmer decision making

Facilitator suggested we provide examples of good practices that are scalable

Alice Pell – location specificity sometimes makes it impossible to limit best practices to other areas

Ed Mabaya – suggested that we be able to distinguish between data and information

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION

**Someone suggested that we need a feedback mechanism – a way of creating an  information circulation network.

[Discussion ended and because we ran out of time, the group was not able to either rank priorities, nor discuss the markets information section in detail]
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