F5
Group Members

· Margaret Ngwira 

· Jean Njiru 

· Vanaja Ramprasad 

· Ed Mabaya 

Focus Areas

· Information Generation  - developing content

· Information Dissemination – getting information out to farmers

· Information Usage – encouraging usage by farmers

	Project Area 
	Who 
	Supported Activities 

	Information Generation

$30M 
	Universities

NAROs 
	ICT infrastructure

ICT usage training

Increased bandwidth

Converting research to usable information

Generating knowledge databases

MS in MIS program

	Information 

Dissemination

$40M 
	Government Extension

Commodity Associations

NGOs

Private Sector 
	ICT usage training

Dissemination technologies

Establishing and maintaining farmer databases

Field demonstration plots

Access to media – TV, Radio, newspaper

Equipment to reach remote areas

	Information 

Usage

$30M 
	Farmer Groups 
Farmers
	ICT products

Cell phones

Radios

Newsletters

TV &Video 


Recommendations and issues 

· Focus on same geographical area (Africa or Asia)

· Demand drive information with a focus on the farmer

· Blend of old extension systems and new ICT

· Impact - Technology adoption by farmers (especially by women)
· Outcomes – More than 10% increase in productivity in targeted areas over five years.

· Sustainability

· Private sector involvement

· Knowledge has a long shelve life

· Capacity building in extension officers

