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HUMAN LISTERIOSIS OUTBREAK IN PENNSYLVANIA?

Scenario

In October 2012, the General Hospital in Philadelphia contacts the Pennsylvania State Department of Health to report that two listeriosis cases were diagnosed in the hospital in October; the infectious disease physician specifically wants to know whether there is any information that would suggest that there is a listeriosis outbreak occurring in Philadelphia.  Specific information on these two patients is included in Table 1 below.

Table 1 - Details on two listeriosis cases from Philadelphia General Hospital

	Patient #
	Disease onset
	Location
	Brief description

	A
	10/07/2012
	Philadelphia
	22 year old female, abortion

	B
	10/18/2012
	Philadelphia
	93 year old male, endstage cancer patient 


Your Task #1:

Your team represents a group of experts at the Pennsylvania state health department, which has been asked to investigate these listeriosis cases to determine whether there is any evidence for an outbreak.  You are to plan your initial steps and will be provided with additional information you request to help you investigate these listeriosis cases.
