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Key points:
· Uveitis is a common and clinically important ophthalmic disorder in domestic cats, and the cause often is not determined
· Topical and systemic administration of anti-inflammatory medications is commonly used in the treatment of uveitis in veterinary medicine
· Topical administration of anti-inflammatory medications does not result in therapeutic concentrations in the posterior segment of the eye
Questions:
T or F: Dogs more commonly have side effects associated with oral corticosteroid administration
T or F: Prednisone is hepatically metabolized to prednisolone in dogs
T or F: Paracentesis commonly results in corneal ulceration
Of the 4 medications used which were most effective in controlling anterior uveitis
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Key points:
· Aqueocentesis is a safe emergency procedure for refractory glaucoma
· Aqueocentesis is accomplished by inserting a 25- to 30-gauge hypodermic needle through the limbal cornea into the anterior chamber, with the needle passing parallel to the iris while avoiding contact with the iris, lens, or corneal endothelium
· With proper aqueocentesis technique, the risk of complications is exceedingly low
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Objective—To assess inhibitory effects of orally administered antinflammatory medica-
tions on paracentesis-induced intraocular inflammation in clinically normal cats.

Animals—30 clinically normal domestic shorthair cats.

Procedures—Cats were randomly assigned to a control group and 4 treatment groups.
Cats in the treatment groups received an antiinflammatory medication orally once daily at
7 aw (acetylsalicylic acid [40.5 mg/cat], meloxicam 10.1 mg/kgl, prednisone 5 mg/catl, or
prednisolone |5 mg/catl) for 5 days beginning 2 days before paracentesis-induced break-
down of the blood-aqueous barrier (BAB) and continuing until 2 days after paracentesis.
Paracentesis of the anterior chamber was performed in 1 randomly selected eye of each
cat. Fluorophotometry was performed in both eyes of each cat immediately before (time 0)
and 6, 24, and 48 hours after paracentesis.

Results—At 24 and 48 hours after paracentesis, fluorescein concentration in the eye sub-
jected to paracentesis in the cats receiving prednisolone was decreased, compared with
that in the control cats. At 48 hours, a decrease in the fluorescein concentration was also
apparent in the eye subjected to paracentesis in the cats receiving meloxicam, compared
with that in the control cats. There was no evidence of treatment effects for acetylsalicylic
acid or prednisone. There was no evidence of treatment effects in eyes not subjected to
paracentesis.

Conclusions and Clinical Relevance—Orally administered prednisolone and meloxicam
significantly decreased intraocular inflammation in clinically normal cats with paracentesis-
induced BAB breakdown. Oral administration of prednisolone or meloxicam may be an ef-
fective treatment for cats with uveitis. (Am J Vet Res 2013;74:262-267)
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