Instruction and Liaison Program Discussion – Africana Library
Meeting with Eric Acree –  10/27/10

Outreach 
Eric is working with the Ithaca School District on a Martin Luther King project.  All students will get a copy of Where Do We Go from Here? Chaos or Community, MLK’s last book, or of My Brother Martin, a children’s book.  Website for the project is www.mlkcommunitybuild.org
Poster uses an image from the Cornell Archives.
The Library provides research alerts to professors.  Also create a new book list.  Use list created by Keith Jenkins, but also has selected list – they grab reviews from Amazon and other sources.  Africana list also includes videos.  
Eric attends general faculty meetings for the Africana Center once per month.  He is given 10 minutes during each meeting to introduce a new resource or service.  He tries to” make things easier for folks.”
Selects CornellCast relevant videos and sends them to faculty.
There are approximately 12 faculty in the Africana Center.  Provides service to them, but also sends info to others in other departments with interests in Africana studies.
Africana center has a 2-year Masters program.  Also have 5 Ph.D. students currently.
Worked with local high schools in the past – especially with the school librarians.  Middle school students from Spencer-Van Etten brought 300 students to the library.  Reviewed a video clip on the Straight Takeover and then did research.
Works with graduate students to demystify what a thesis is; 2 ½ hr sessions each year. Assignment for new PhD students: Pick a subject area, find 2 African theses, answer a series of questions.  Eric will share the assignment.
Eric recommends book, Doing Qualitative Research by David Silverman.

Instruction
Eric co-teaches a 1-credit class that combines Africana and Latino studies research strategies with Tony Colsgrave.  This class was started by Ida Martinez and then Olin/Uris invited Eric to participate in an expanded version from just Latino/Latina studies to include Africana studies also.
Tony and Eric also collaborate on a 1-credit research strategy class for pre-freshmen. Working with Leon Lawrence  Last summer they had 25 students.  In summer 6-week class, 2 days per week.  During semester the class starts half way through the semester and is taught T/TH. Include guest lectures from RMC, etc. Teaches in Olin e-classroom.  No real teaching space at Africana.  
For teaching small groups of grad students, teaches with laptops. 
Teaches a graduate session fall & spring.  Not really doing course related instruction.  Does create LibGuides for some classes.  Preparing LibGuides also helps with collection development.
Tony Cosgrave refers classes to Eric if they are related or focused on Africana studies.  
Not currently using online tutorials, but woud be interested.  


