Why Donate?

In keeping with its open source engineering philosophy,  AguaClara’s organization and budget structure are completely transparent.  Below is a brief outline of AguaClara’s major costs as well as an explanation of how your support can directly improve educational opportunities for our students.

Where Does Your Donation Go?

The AguaClara project is supported by a network of dedicated donors and sponsors. These individuals, companies, and institutions furnish everything we need from laboratory supplies to student scholarships.  The AguaClara team receives some support from Cornell, but we are always seeking to raise more funds to support students at home and interns abroad.  You can even donate towards the next construction project, or support our efforts to attend conferences and raise scientific awareness of our work.

What Opportunities are you Supporting for Cornell Students?

Students from any college, in any major and any year, are always welcomed to our team. AguaClara provides hands-on experience in applied engineering, fluid mechanics, international development, graphic design, project management, research methodology, computer drafting, programming, and more!  The project allows students to take on variable degrees of responsibility so they can develop a truly diverse array of skills.  Our graduating team members often remark on how impressed employers are by their experience on the AguaClara team.

AguaClara also offers students several opportunities to travel abroad and experience firsthand the conditions affecting water quality in developing nations.  Every January a team of about 20 students travels to Honduras to visit the AguaClara plants that have been built. This group stays with families in every town we serve, which provides students with the opportunity to see just how different conditions are for our partner communities. There are also opportunities for students to spend time over the summer in Honduras, and we support year-long internships for recent graduates of the project. These AguaClara Engineers work for our partner NGO Agua Para el Pueblo, for which they provide on-the-ground assistance to AguaClara plants around the country. The international experiences tend to be so rewarding for our students that we consistently have more interest than space available for trips.

The AguaClara Wish List

If the team had unlimited resources, the first act would be to fund more fellowships for Master of Engineering students.  Many M.Eng students chose to work on the AguaClara team for their design project, so we would like to be able to support and recruit them better.

The team also would upgrade its research facilities to include a pilot-scale test facility in the laboratory. Currently we only have the capacity to run bench-scale experiments on site, and we can only operate pilot-scale experiments at the Cornell University Water Filtration Plant. Upgrading our lab to handle the larger set-up would allow students to control more factors during their work.

Support for the team in Honduras would also be greatly appreciated. The AguaClara Engineers receive language training and a stipend to cover housing, food, and other necessities while gaining exposure to NGO work and municipal-scale field engineering. While abroad, our engineers have done everything from helping with plant construction and design, to collecting data on plant performance, to hosting a health fair to bring in medical professionals to a partner community. Support is always appreciated to continue funding this incredible opportunity for our students and partners abroad.
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This funding is used to support the team trip to Honduras in January, to purchase research supplies, and to support AguaClara internships working with partner organizations.

Donate online (http://www.giving.cornell.edu/)
· Designate the gift for other and type "AguaClara" into the field for other designation or special instructions.

Donate by Check

 HYPERLINK "https://www.giving.cornell.edu/give/" 
· Address check to Cornell University
· Write AguaClara in the memo field

· Mail to:
                              AguaClara
                              220 Hollister Hall
                              Cornell University

·                Ithaca, NY 14853
	Support Construction of AguaClara Water Treatment Plants in Latin America


The Resource Foundation provides a mechanism to directly support AguaClara partners who are working with communities in Latin America to build the water treatment plants.

Donate online (http://www.resourcefnd.org/)
· Program designation: Select Honduras:APP
· Under "additional information" at the bottom, specify that the donation is for AguaClara.

Donate by Check

 HYPERLINK "https://www.giving.cornell.edu/give/" 
· Address check to The Resource Foundation
· Write AguaClara in the memo field

· Mail to:
                           The Resource Foundation 
                           237 West 35th Street, Suite 1203 
                           New York, NY 10001


