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Chapter 127


HEPATIC FAILURE


1. Gill RQ, Sterling RK: Acute liver failure, J Clin Gastroenterol 33:191,
2001.
An excellent review of acute liver failure focusing on the pathophysiology of
some clinical features of the disease process; succinct and to the point.


2. Atillasoy E, Berk PD: Fulminant hepatic failure: pathophysiology, treat-
ment and survival, Annu Rev Med 46:181, 1995.
An excellent review of fulminant hepatic failure. Focuses on accepted ther-
apeutic options and some experimental therapies.


3. D’Agata ID, Balistreri WFF: Pediatric aspects of acute liver failure. In
Lee WM, Williams R, editors: Acute liver failure, Cambridge UK,
1997, Cambridge University Press.
A good review of acute liver failure in humans. Focuses on pediatric
patients, therefore many of the details not applicable to our patients, but
much of it informative and appropriate.


4. Center SA: Acute hepatic injury: hepatic necrosis and fulminant hepatic
failure. In Guilford WG, Center SA, Strombeck DR et al, editors: Strom-
beck’s small animal gastroenterology, ed 3, Philadelphia, 1996, Saunders.
One of the few text books available that has a chapter providing a discus-
sion of hepatic failure. Older text, but much of the pathophysiology and
suggested therapies are still considered standard and accurate.


5. Walton RS: Severe liver disease. In Wingfield WE, Raffe MR, editors:
The veterinary ICU book, Jackson Hole, WY, 2002, Teton NewMedia.
One of the few veterinary-specific chapters on fulminant hepatic failure
available. A good, brief overview of liver failure.


6. Webster CR: History, clinical signs, and physical findings in hepatobili-
ary disease. In Ettinger SJ, Feldman EC, editors: Textbook of veterinary
internal medicine, ed 6, St Louis, 2005, Saunders.
A good chapter for the discussion of basic pathophysiology and clinical
changes seen in veterinary patients with liver disease.


7. Sandhu BS, Sanyal AJ: Hepatorenal syndrome, Curr Treat Options Gas-
troenterol 8:443, 2005.
An excellent overview of hepatorenal syndrome in people discussing diag-
nosis and treatment options.


8. Jalan R, Shawcross D, Davies N: The molecular pathogenesis of hepatic
encephalopathy, Int J Biochem Cell Biol 35:1175, 2003.
A human review article on hepatic encephalopathy that focuses on the role
of ammonia in hepatic encephalopathy. Well written and easy to follow.


9. Jalan R: Pathophysiological basis of therapy of raised intracranial pres-
sure in acute liver failure, Neurochem Int 47:78, 2005.
Review article that discusses the role of increased intracranial pressure in
humans with hepatic encephalopathy. A good discussion of an alternative
approach to therapy for encephalopathy, focusing on intracranial pressures.


10. Shawcross D, Jalan R: Dispelling myths in the treatment of hepatic
encephalopathy, Lancet 365:431, 2005.
An excellent review of medical treatment for hepatic encephalopathy, dis-
cussing the physiology behind the various therapies we use.


11. Holt DE, Washabau RJ, Djali S et al: Cerebrospinal fluid glutamine,
tryptophan, and tryptophan metabolite concentrations in dogs with
portosystemic shunts, Am J Vet Res 63:1167, 2002.


One of the few prospective studies of hepatic encephalopathy in dogs with
portosystemic shunting. Provides a good review of metabolic pathways,
and helps investigate the neurobiologic characteristics of hepatic encepha-
lopathy in dogs.


12. Albrecht J, Jones EA: Hepatic encephalopathy: molecular mechanisms
underlying the clinical syndrome, J Neurol Sci 170:138, 1999.
A good review of hepatic encephalopathy in people. Article that focuses on
the neurobiology of this condition.


13. Fingerote RJ, Bain VG: Fulminant hepatic failure, Am J Gastroenterol
88:1000, 1993.
An excellent review of fulminant hepatic failure in people focusing on the
treatment of secondary systemic dysfunction.


14. Willard MD, Twedt DC: Gastrointestinal, pancreatic, hepatic disorders.
In Willard MD, Tvedten H, editors: Small animal clinical diagnosis by
laboratory methods, ed 4, Philadelphia, 2004, Saunders.
A veterinary textbook that provides some informative details on biochemi-
cal testing in animals.


15. Taboada J: Hepatic pathophysiology. Proceedings of the International
Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care Symposium, September 9-13,
2003, New Orleans.
A good discussion of the pathophysiology of hepatic disease in dogs and
cats.


16. Wang KY, Panciera DL, Al-Rukibat RK et al: Accuracy of ultrasound-
guided fine-needle aspiration of the liver and cytologic findings in dogs
and cats: 97 cases (1990–2000), J Am Vet Med Assoc 224:75, 2004.
A retrospective veterinary study on the accuracy of liver aspirates, when
compared with biopsy results in both dogs and cats. A good review and
confirms what most clinicians suspected was an inaccurate diagnostic test.


17. Flatland B: Botanicals, vitamins, and minerals and the liver: therapeutic
applications and potential toxicities, Comp Cont Educ Pract Vet 25:514,
2003.
An excellent review of the use of nutraceuticals for liver disease in veteri-
nary medicine.


18. Flora K, Hahn M, Rosen H et al: Milk thistle (Silybum marianum) for
the therapy of liver disease, Am J Gastroenterol 93:139, 1998.
A good review of the use of milk thistle in people with liver disease.


19. Williams R, Gimson AE: Intensive liver care and management of acute
hepatic failure, Dig Dis Sci 36:820, 1991.
A great review article for the discussion of therapeutic options focusing on
the critically ill patient. Gives a different perspective than the other review
articles.


20. Bersenas AM, Mathews KA, Allen DG et al: Effects of ranitidine, famo-
tidine, pantoprazole, and omeprazole on intragastric pH in dogs, Am J
Vet Res 66:425, 2005.
A good prospective veterinary study suggesting that ranitidine is a poor
antacid in dogs, when compared with other commonly used gastric acid
antagonists.
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