Chap 29 QUESTIONS
1) True or False.  Anti-arrhythmic drugs are effective at suppressing reentrant arrhythmias, but are not very good at abolishing them.
-TRUE

2) True or False.  Anti-arrhythmic drugs interrupt reentrant circuits, but may also create them.
-TRUE

3) Which of the following is NOT a targeted mechanism for anti-arrhythmic therapy?
	a) stopping re-entrant arrhythmias by increasing the refractory period of the normal segment
	b) abolishing abnormal automaticity by decreasing excitability 
	c) stopping re-entrant arrhythmias by increasing conduction in the normal segment
	d) suppressing triggered activity by shortening the action potential

-A. You would want to delay the refractory period of the normal segment


4) What is the drug of choice for digitalis intoxication-induced delayed afterdepolarizations?
-Lidocaine
5) Class I antiarrhythmics affect which portion of the action potential diagramed below:
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-Class I drugs affect sodium channel blockade, resulting in a decrease in the upstroke (phase 0) velocity of the action potential in atrial and ventricular myocardium and Purkinje cells
6) What is the difference between Type Ia and Type Ib antiarrhythmics?
	a) Type Ia is better at prolonging conduction velocity in normal cardiac tissue
	b) Type Ib is better at prolonging conduction velocity in normal cardiac tissue
	c) Type Ia shortens the refractory period and Type Ib can prolong it
	d) Type Ib shortens the refractory period and Type Ia can prolong it
	e) Both a and c
	d) Both b and d

-E

7) All the following are beneficial mechanisms of Class II anti-arrhythmic drugs EXCEPT:
	a) decreased myocardial contractility and secondary improvement in oxygen demand
	b) increase in AV junctional refractory time
	c) increased conduction time
	d) inhibiting the function of the L-type calcium channels in cardiac cells

-D.  This is the mechanism of Class IV anti-arrhythmic drugs.

8) Which class of anti-arrhythmic drugs is most effective at the treatment of supraventricular tachyarrhythmias?

-Class IV, because the primary effects of the calcium channel blocking drugs are on the sinus node and the AV junction
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