[bookmark: _GoBack]University of Pennsylvania
Updates for Public Services Big Heads | ALA 2012

Education Commons
At the end of March we opened a new space located in the George Weiss Pavilion in the University’s stadium, Franklin Field.  The 6400 square foot Education Commons was designed by Joel Sanders (NY) and includes group study and seminar rooms and a variety of open seating options. 
Given its location, which is also adjacent to the science quad, we expect to be serving primarily student athletes and undergraduate and graduate students in the physical sciences and are currently developing programming to support these user groups. http://www.library.upenn.edu/ec/

iPads
The libraries’ Weigle Information Commons launched an iPads in the Classroom pilot this fall. The 30 iPads are available to faculty for class projects that can span several weeks and this year were used to support courses in writing, management, urban studies, cinema studies and music.  Students used them to conduct video interviews, record music, take photographs, conduct brainstorming on literature reviews and to collaborate using Google Docs on campus and on field trips to NY and around Philadelphia.  Faculty commented positively on the lightweight form factor, geotagging capability, battery life, and ability to add custom apps. http://guides.library.upenn.edu/ipad

New Library Catalog
We have developed and launched a new, faceted discovery interface to scholarly resources that includes our Franklin library catalog, our special collections, and other material of scholarly interest. This discovery tool is part of Penn's Digital Library Architecture (DLA) suite that includes discovery, repository, and client relationship tools built with open source software like Solr and Pairtree.  At present the Franklin catalog is running alongside our current Voyager implementation as we develop patron service functionality. The plan is to migrate off of Voyager completely to “new” Franklin in the coming year. 
http://dla.library.upenn.edu/dla/franklin/index.html

Vivo
In cooperation with the Perelman School of Medicine the libraries are developing a researcher intelligence system based on VIVO. The plan calls for a multi-phased implementation of the service, first as a cooperative effort with the School's Information Technology staff and Institute for Translational Medicine and Therapeutics (ITMAT), followed by a wider implementation for other schools at the University. The Perelman School of Medicine implementation is scheduled to be publicly released in August, 2012. VIVO will aggregate and expose research interests, activities, and expertise of Penn faculty and researchers, and identify and enable collaborative connections between faculty and researchers at Penn and beyond.

Sakai Pilot
As part of the libraries’ integral role in the campus courseware landscape as managers of Blackboard, we implemented a pilot of the Sakai CLE (Collaborative Learning Environment) this past academic year and will be hosting an instance of Sakai OAE (Open Academic Environment) beginning this summer.  These efforts are part of our goal to explore new options to support teaching and learning on campus beyond the traditional LMS.

ThatCamp@Penn
On April 25th the libraries collaborated with the School of Arts and Sciences and the Penn Humanities forum to sponsor ThatCamp@Penn. 
Highlights of the day included sessions on Omeka, critical editions, collaboration between faculty and subject-specialist librarians, tech tools to support teaching and learning, and a lively discussion around the creation of a graduate certificate in digital humanities. 
http://penn2012.thatcamp.org/
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