Putting Maps Online:

Constructing a map image database with access from the online catalog

A map image database would make the collection instantly available to researchers for consulting and analysis. Many academic and public libraries are creating digital map collections. Because many, if not most, map collections are uncataloged or cataloged separately from institutional online catalogs of books and other materials, digital map collections are often stand-alone collections with no external access to individual items. Since our maps are cataloged we have an opportunity to connect directly to the individual items and display them from a link in the catalog record.
We have a strong precedent for this model with links from the catalog record to the individual maps in the David Rumsey Map Collection. In this model the records were downloaded from WorldCat with the links already in place. The links open the Luna Insight browser (Rumsey is using Luna x). We have other digital image collections using Luna, but access to the items in these collections is not through the catalog.
Outline of discussion points: 

Workflow to create the repository:



Select maps for scanning (develop criteria) –work with library image specialists



Scan maps (develop scanning procedures and image standards) 

Uploading procedures



Organize image database for retrieval—file naming, metadata



Choosing repository software, negotiate space needs, understand the technical requirements—work with DLIT



Training needs and documentation for staff


Develop or adopt an appropriate interface



Image viewers—analyze and compare, develop criteria for decision-making

Record preparation for the online catalog—work with technical services to develop the appropriate record format.


Plan a pilot project to work out the details of a production system



Usability testing



Develop guidelines for maintenance

