Honduras Interns Progress Report

Date: 3/14/08
Location: Tamara
Tamara Construction – John 
· WORK COMPLETED THIS WEEK

· Construction Update: The platform was poured Thursday, March 6. The entrance and exit tanks are in place and about 40% of the walls (bodega and sides of the plant) have been installed. We calculate that about 50% of the work is completed.
· The entrance tank looks very tall and narrow in real life. We think a small step will be necessary for the average Honduran to easily look over the edge.
· Spoke with members of the Junta and they plan to start construction of a house for the operator soon. However, they are concerned that they will not have enough funds to make it big enough for the family of the operator they are considering. The house will be located on the hill behind the plant, within the same fence. We plan to build a retaining wall in the bank behind the hill. The Junta suggested an elevated walkway connecting the plant platform to the yard of the house (it would intersect with the top of the retaining wall). We approve, since this will make entering the plant from the house much easier.
· Pedro Ortiz and Ing. Lizeira Polanco from SANAA visited the construction site Wednesday, March 5. They approved of the design overall, but had several suggestions. They already mentioned several of these suggestions when they met with Monroe in August. Posted on the WIKI page is a summary of their comments.
· Worked with Ing. Serrano to make a list of the remaining materials that we need to buy and turned the list into the office.
· FUTURE PLANS
· Revise the manual written at Cornell last year for the lamina modules. This will probably happen after we start building the modules and can take pictures.
· Design of distribution of flow from plant to three tanks

· Support with Yovani (Tamara fontanero) about chlorine and collecting data

· Help the Junta with a maintence plan for the sources

· Follow up with linea de base for Tamara  with Canales
Capacitations – Entire Team

· The second capacitation took place Tuesday, March 11. Using the pilot plant we went over the treatment process. We also gave an overview of units of measurement, what concentration means, and how to mix  stock solution.
La 34 (not till later in the year, closer to rainy season)- John

· Communicate to set up a visit to La 34

· Make minor repairs and capacitate Jose Angel

Marcala – John 

· Fred left Marcala today. We never made a trip because the materials for the floc modules had not arrived. We were also too busy to go. Fred is returning in early April, when he plans to install the floc modules and start operating the plant. We plan to make a trip then.
