Organizational Information
	Dr. Monroe Weber-Shirk founded the AguaClara program in 2004 after Jacobo Nunez, the head of the Agua Para el Pueblo asked Dr. Weber-Shirk for assistance in removing turbidity from surface waters commonly used as water supplies. Dr. Weber-Shirk knew conventional solutions to surface water treatment, but he also recognized those solutions would not be robust or sustainable for small communities in Honduras. He began researching alternatives and discovered significant technology and knowledge gaps that made it difficult to design efficient small-scale community water treatment systems.  He determined that it would be virtually impossible for an engineer to build a new water treatment plant based on the available guidelines.  It was through this frustration, that Dr. Monroe Weber-Shirk developed “open-source engineering” and started AguaClara.

	The program is organized into three groups (Design, Research, and Outreach), with each group containing subgroups that are delegated to specific mini projects.  Each group is led by a returning member who answers to Nicole Ceci, a graduate student at Cornell University who functions as a liaison between the groups and Dr. Weber Shirk.  The team also has members in Honduras working with Agua Para el Pueblo who are charged with overseeing construction of new plants as well as relaying issues across boarders.  The AguaClara team is determined to reach as many people as possible, and they expect to go well beyond the 15,000 already directly benefiting from their work.
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